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The Word of the Lord from Mark 6:4: “A prophet is not without honor, except in his hometown.” 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen 
 

I. The Hometown Savior 

Jesus comes to His hometown with Good News, for that is what He always brings. We know what 
He’s been preaching already: “The time is fulfilled and the kingdom of heaven is at hand. Repent and 

believe in the Gospel.” Repent and believe in the Good News—the Good News that the Messiah has 
come, that God has become flesh and blood to save them from sin and death and devil. In fact, Jesus’ 

sermon in Nazareth is recorded in Luke 4: He reads the messianic prophecy from Isaiah 61, which says, 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to proclaim good news to the poor. He 
has sent Me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those 

who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor” (Luke 4:18-19). Then He closes the scroll 
and announces to the people, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” The long-awaited 

Messiah is present, in the flesh, to save. It’s an astonishing announcement. 
 

But what should be a day of great joy is anything but. The people are astonished, though not in 

a good way. “Where did this man get these things?” they ask. “What is the wisdom given to Him? How 
are such mighty works done by His hands? Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of 

James and Joses and Judas and Simon? And are not His sisters here with us?” They’re certain that Jesus 
can’t be the Messiah. He’s too familiar. He used to be the baby who needed His diapers changed. He ran 

around the village with the boys and worked wood in the family biz. He’s way too familiar. He’s way too 

ordinary. He’s just gotten way too big for His tunic and thinks He’s somebody whom He’s obviously not.  
 

Now, they’ve heard about the wonders and the miracles, but that’s not enough to sway them. 
Furthermore, He seems powerless to them this day: our text tells us He can do no mighty work there, 

except that He lays His hands on a few sick people and heals them; otherwise, He just marvels at their 

unbelief. We should take a closer look at that. Some might get the idea that Jesus loses power if we don’t 
believe in Him, that He’s only able to work miracles if we have enough faith. Thus you can find horrible 

preaching along the lines of, “If you have enough faith, then Jesus can and will give you whatever you 
want.” Rest assured, friends, that Jesus does not need us to empower Him—He remains fully the 

omnipotent Son of God whether you or I believe in Him or not.  
 

This text is saying something far different, and it’s this: Jesus never forces miracles or wonders 

on people. He gives them freely. Time and time again in the Gospels, we see the sick gratefully receive 
healing from His hand. They receive it because they hear His Word and believe that He can give it to 

them. Now, imagine that there’s a blind man who hears that Jesus is coming to town and that Jesus can 
make him see, but he doesn’t believe it. So when Jesus arrives, he refuses to listen to the Savior. He 

refuses to go where Jesus is. He remains blind—not because Jesus can’t heal Him, nor because Jesus 

doesn’t want to. He remains blind because he rejects the Word that Jesus wants to make him see. 
Because he doesn’t believe the Word, he doesn’t believe that Jesus can heal.  

 
That’s what happens on a large scale in Nazareth. Jesus arrives with Good News and wonders to 

work, and the people reject Him. They don’t believe He’s the Messiah, so they don’t believe that He has 



healing to give. One can easily imagine someone in Nazareth that day saying, “There’s no way that Jesus 

is the Christ, so why would I ask Him to heal me? Why would I subject myself to a fraud?” 
 

This is astonishing: it is not that Jesus can’t heal them, but that they don’t want to be healed by 
Him. That’s unbelief to marvel at.  

 

So Jesus continues on to other villages, teaching the Gospel wherever He goes. He expands the 
workforce, too. He sends the twelve out two by two. He sends them out to preach His Word, and He 

gives them authority to heal the sick and cast out demons in His name. He warns them that, in some 
places, people will not receive them or listen to them, and perhaps it will be the same problem as He 

encountered in Nazareth: people will hear the Gospel from the twelve and say, “Who are these guys to 
be saying things like this? Fishermen, a zealot and a tax collector? Please. Do they think they’re better 

than us? Well, they’re not; and I can tell you they could have used a bath after their long walk to our 

town. We’re going to pass on whatever they’re dishing up.”  
 

So the disciples are often rejected, too. But where people hear the Word and repent and believe, 
demons are cast out. The sick are healed. Even better, sins are forgiven. 

 

This is a Gospel lesson that teaches us much about evangelism, about the preaching of the Good 
News of Jesus Christ, and the great sin here is rejecting the Word that gives salvation to all who believe. 

In Nazareth, the people reject Jesus—Jesus, the Word made flesh who has come to dwell among them. 
He’s far too familiar to be the Christ, so they reject the Word that He speaks. Elsewhere, for assorted 

reasons, many reject the Word that He speaks through His disciples. Perhaps it’s because this whole 
notion of God saving by teaching is way too ordinary. All sorts of teachers—true and false—do that, too, 

so it looks like Jesus and His disciples are just copying what they do. In reality, all others use words to 

teach because they’re following the lead of the one true God who teaches and saves by His Word.  
 

II. Familiar Holy Things 
As for you and me, we rejoice at the Incarnation. We give thanks that the eternal Son of God 

was born of Mary to be our Savior, that He took on flesh to shed His blood and die for our sins. The 

Incarnation is such a great blessing that it is foundational to Christmas, to Epiphany, to Good Friday and 
Easter; really, it is foundational to all that Jesus does to be our Savior. Because we rejoice so highly that 

Jesus became flesh and dwelt among us, it might be difficult for us to grasp the truth that His hometown 
crowd rejected Him for being too much like them. 

 

But the danger persists for you too. You will be sorely tempted to regard Jesus as being too 
familiar; and as the saying goes, familiarity breeds contempt. 

 
We live in a time where American Christianity does much to emphasize the humanity of Jesus. 

Jesus is often portrayed more as a friend than the almighty Son of God, as someone that you can relate 
to. This is part and parcel of the whole agenda of making churches less churchly, of devising worship 

services where even complete unbelievers feel at home and can relate to what’s going on. “Come as you 

are!” goes the invitation, because Jesus is your friend. He’s just like you. 
 

It is absolutely true that Jesus calls us friends, and again we rejoice that He has drawn so near to 
save that He became flesh just like us. But we dare not forget that Jesus—our friend—is also the 

almighty Son of God, who sits at God’s right hand and will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

 
In order to keep that in our minds, it is why we strive to have a reverent worship service here. 

Whether you’ve attended church here every Sunday for years or you’re here for the first time, we want to 
impress upon you by what we do that we worship no less than God Himself—and, even more, that God 

Himself is present in this place to give us forgiveness and salvation. That’s why you work at reverence 
when you come here—it doesn’t come naturally or easily, especially in an irreverent culture. But by 



disciplining yourself to dress and act and speak in a reverent way, you are reminding yourself that you 

come into the presence of God Himself here—and that instead of striking you down, He forgives your sins 
and promises eternal life.  

 
Reverence is an important act to remind and teach us of who we are and who God is. We give 

great thanks that Jesus is loving and merciful toward us, but we also acknowledge that we are sinful 

beggars who deserve none of His love and mercy. By our actions we acknowledge that this isn’t a 
friendship among equals, but that Jesus is far, far better—infinitely better—than we are. He doesn’t save 

us because He’s our friend. He saves us because He’s the Son of God who becomes flesh expressly to die 
in our place. 

 
So reverence is a discipline that we practice, even though it doesn’t come naturally. It’s not 

because we’re joyless old fogies trapped in the past, but because Jesus remains the Lord of heaven and 

earth today and forever.  
 

It’s also because familiarity breeds contempt, and we’ve just scratched the surface of that 
temptation. Remember, the Lord still comes to visit you—as present with you as He was when He taught 

in the synagogue at Nazareth. But instead of coming to you in the appearance of a man, He comes to 

you veiled in His Word and Sacraments. He visits you, saves you, and strengthens your faith for eternal 
life in His Word, in Baptism and in Holy Communion. 

 
You will be tempted every day to believe these things are far too familiar and ordinary to do any 

good.  
 

What good does it do for you when the pastor says, “I forgive you all of your sins”? People are 

talking all the time, making all sorts of promises and saying things they don’t mean; and pastors are 
often known for talking a lot. So when he says, “I forgive you all of your sins,” it’s easy to say, “That’s 

just one more sentence among thousands I’m going to hear today. And who is he to be saying things like 
that anyway? Does he think he’s better than me?” That’s the same sort of reaction that we spoke of 

when we explored the Gospel lesson before. The truth is that any pastor worth his salt knows that he’s 

not worth salt: he’s a nobody, one more sinner in need of God’s grace. That’s why he doesn’t say “I 
personally forgive you.” He says, “In the stead and by the command of My Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive 

you all of your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.” Just like the 
disciples spoke Jesus’ Word in the Gospel lesson and people were healed, pastors speak Jesus’ Word and 

people are forgiven. The pastors have no power—they simply speak God’s powerful Word. If you reject 

that absolution because you reject the messenger, then you’ve just rejected the Word of Christ. And so 
you’ve rejected the Word made flesh Himself.  

 
And since the power is in the Word, it is God’s powerful word when you speak it, too. The Gospel 

from your lips gives forgiveness and faith. So should you say, “I shouldn’t share the faith with others 
because I’m a crummy speaker,” you’re rejecting the power of the Word by rejecting the messenger—

yourself! 

 
You’ll be tempted similarly about baptism, which for many of us here happened before we were 

old enough to remember. Baptism looks so ordinary, and familiar—after all, you wash up all the time; so 
how can water do such great things? That question and its answer are in the Small Catechism: it is not 

the water indeed that does them, but the Word of God which is in and with the water, and faith which 

trusts such Word of God in and with the water. Holy Baptism washes away sin and gives eternal life; but 
if you treat it as just another washing that does no more than your morning shower, then you’re treating 

it as way too familiar. You’re denying that the Lord has forgiven you there. 
 

Likewise, Jesus draws so near to you that He gives you His very body and blood for the 
forgiveness of sins. Eyes, however, see only bread and wine at the Supper; so it becomes easy to regard 



the Holy Communion as just some empty ritual we go through because we do it often. This too is treating 

the Lord as too familiar, and the one who does so will eventually forget or deny—or just won’t care—that 
He is present there to save.  

 
Absolution, Baptism and Communion. The ABCs of grace. The Lord comes to give you 

forgiveness, life and salvation in these means. Take care and repent, lest you say, “How do these things 

do great things? How are such mighty works done by them? Are those not words like the ones we use 
every day? Isn’t that water, just like the stuff that comes out of the tap at home, and bread and wine like 

you can find at the market?” That’s really no different a reaction than the people who rejected Jesus in 
Nazareth, rejecting His saving Word because they didn’t like what they saw. Take care lest you do the 

same, lest Jesus marvel at your unbelief. 
 

And instead, rejoice! Jesus comes to you. He comes to you with forgiveness and life and 

salvation. Forget little miracles like curing your body of some sickness. He comes to cure your soul of sin, 
so that He might raise you up, body and all, on the Last Day to everlasting life. The Lord Jesus comes to 

you, in means both humble and familiar, so as not to terrify you and drive you away, but so as to draw 
near to you with mercy and grace—to draw near to you and say, “I forgive you all of your sins.”  

 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen 

 


